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The purpose of this authentication report is to prove that Safe Anchorage, a plein air
sketch was created by George Inness when at a sponge harvesting colony located at
Bailey’s Bluff.

George Inness lived in the winter at 34 West Orange Street in Tarpon Springs from 1891-
1894. (Re: photograph 1 in appendix B) George Inness Jr. would later live in the same
home after his father’s death. However, he did not move to Tarpon Springs until 1902.
That was after a hurricane destroyed the Bailey’s Bluff sponge harvesting community.
Consequently, neither George Inness Jr. nor his students could have seen Bailey’s Bluff
at the time that Safe Anchorage was created.

"In 1902, the George Inness Jr. bought the home at 34 West Orange Street, where
George Sr. had wintered in the 1890's. Over the years, they transformed the modest
two-story house into a rambling, eclectic 27-room home with 11 porches. Some of the
additions housed young artists who came to study painting with Inness Jr. New owners
have recently removed the various additions to restore the house to its original 1895
appearance." 3 Source: Tarpon Springs, Dolores Kilgo

There were two-landscape artist that lived in Tarpon Springs that had the artistic skill to
have created Safe Anchorage. They were George Inness and George Inness Jr. It was not
George Inness Jr. for multiple reasons. The main factor that excludes George Inness Jr. is
the subject was destroyed by a hurricane before he could have seen it. Being at Bailey’s
Bluff before the hurricane, shared component parts and its relationship to The Mill Pond
points to George Inness as being the artist that created Safe Anchorage.

This is what George Inness saw looking west from Bailey’s Bluff.

“In the early 1890's one of the most severe hurricanes ever to hit the coast struck at
Bailey’s Bluff destroying piers, warehouses, curing racks and drove the spongers to seek
a safer shelter farther south. They moved to the bayous of the Anclote River near Tarpon
Springs and Tarpon became the home of the sponge industry from that time on in
history.” 4

What was happening at Bailey’s Bluff that attracted George Inness to Bailey’s Bluff? At
the time it was the center of the Florida sponge industry. Spongers traveled great
distances by boat to get to this natural resource concentrated off Bailey’s Bluff, some



3

from as far away as Cuba, where there is a small natural harbor where spongers could
safely stay. Near the harbor were primitive buildings. Some of them were warehouses,
and others were primitive living quarters. You can see men setting under oak trees with
piles of sponges near by. Re: appendix photograph #3.

The day George Inness traveled to Bailey’s Bluff, he would have traveled across the
Anclote River in a carriage. (Re: photograph in the appendix B,1) Bailey’s Bluff is north
of Tarpon Springs 5.5 miles. The trip on a sand trail would have taken approximately one
hour, longer if he could have traveled only 5 miles per hour. The traveling in a carriage
explains why George Inness was traveling light. He would not have been taking with
him the painting supplies that would have made possible an oil painting. He would have
taken with him the artist supplies suitable for arduous trip in a carriage. Pastels would be
the most logical art supplies. He created a plein air sketch that day known, as Safe
Anchorage and it would become the inspiration for The Mill Pond.

Safe Anchorage is the plein air sketch that inspired the creation of The Mill
Pond.

“No where in his work will be found any pictures with likeness to the art of another; they
are his own, warp and woof, and no shred of anyone else creeps in, despite his admiration
for many others”5 wrote George Inness Jr. in Life, Art and Letters of George Inness.

The hurricanes destroyed the buildings at Bailey’s Bluff, thus preventing George Inness
Jr. from seeing them. It was his father, George Inness that was living in Tarpon Springs
prior to the hurricanes that had the presence of mind and the artistic skill to have created
Safe Anchorage.

The ubiquitous log

George Inness’s ubiquitous log appears frequently in his picture. It takes many forms
and is a common thread that runs though many of his paintings. Here it appears on the
harbor shore in Safe Anchorage. (Re: appendices A,1)

This log is in Safe Anchorage. (Re: appendix A, 1)
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This log is in The Mill Pond, 1889.
(Re: appendix A, 2)

This log is in Early Morning Spirit 1891.
(Re: appendix A, 3)

Here it is again in Evening Landscape, 1862. (Re: appendix A, 4)

Here it is in Trees, Cloudy day. (Re: appendix A, 5)

Here is again in George Inness’s Home in Tarpon Springs, FL.
(Re: appendix A, 6)

Early autumn, Monclair, 1888
(Re: appendix A, 7)
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Here it is again in Medfield, 1877. (Re: appendix A,8)

The Mill Pond Safe Anchorage

The Mill Pond is portrait format and Safe Anchorage is landscape format. All of the
buildings have been removed from The Mill Pond but for a vestigial form off in the
distance that might be the millpond. They both have water in the same location.
However, the size is different. They both have logs in the foreground near the water.
They were both created at approximately at the same time. Safe Anchorage was created
first with The Mill Pond being created shortly afterwards. They have differences.
However, it is their similarities: connection in time, Tarpon Springs and to George Inness
that draws us to the conclusion that George Inness created Safe Anchorage, a plein air
sketch that became shortly afterwards The Mill Pond.

Inness’s primitive houses

In Safe Anchorage, 1889 In Early Autumn, Monclair, 1888



6

Summation and Conclusion

Safe Anchorage is the plein air sketch that became The Mill Pond at George Inness’s
Tarpon Springs art studio.

We know for many reasons that Safe Anchorage was created by George Inness. One was
that he lived in Tarpon Spring at the appropriate time where he had an Art Studio.
Another is that he had the artistic skill to have created it. It has components that he used
in other painting. Because of it’s similarity to The Mill Pond that was painted in Tarpon
Springs. Furthermore, I realized that Safe Anchorage was the plein air sketch that became
The Mill Pond.

The Mill Pond was painted when George Inness lived in Tarpon Springs. The similarites
between The Mill Pond and Safe Anchorage are remarkable as well as other his other art.

We know that Safe Anchorage was created before The Mill Pond because Safe
Anchorage is a sketch of an actual place at Bailey’s Bluff that had been destroyed by a
circa 1890 hurricane before The Mill Pond was painted. Where as, the Mill Pond was
created in a studio from a plein sketch. Safe Anchorage is the plein air sketch that
became The Mill Pond.

Furthermore, the sizes of the pictures tell us more about which came first. The Mill Pond
is 29” x 39” and painted on canvas and Safe Anchorage is 13” x 21” painted with pastels
on artist’s board. The first is created in a studio because of its size and medium. Safe
Anchorage was small. Both it’s size and medium made it appropriate for a long buggy
ride on a sand trail and a short stay at Bailey’s Bluff. Thus, Safe Anchorage was created
first and would be the inspiration for The Mill Pond that was then created in his in his
Tarpon Springs art studio.

Lastly, Safe Anchorage is the plein air sketch that was created by George Inness when at
Bailey’s Bluff prior to the circa.1890 hurricane that became the inspiration for The Mill
Pond in his Tarpon Springs art studio.

Copyright to Stephen Lyons, Stephen.Lyons@EducatorsForum.net
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Appendix A: Copies of George Inness’s paintings

Appendices A, 1: Safe Anchorage, a small version with log circled.
Appendices A, 2: The Mill Pond with log circled.
Appendices A, 3: Early Morning Spirit with log circled.
Appendices A, 4: Evening Landscape with log circled.
Appendices A, 5: Trees, Cloudy day with log circled.
Appendices A, 6: George Inness’s Home in Tarpon Springs with log circled.
Appendices A, 7: Early Autumn, Monclair with log and cottage circled.
Appendices A, 8: Early Autumn, Monclair version 2 with log circled.

Appendix B: Photographs

Appendices B, 1: The only bridge over the Anecdote River at Tarpon Springs.
Appendices B, 2: Inness Manor, the home of George Inness and then George Inness Jr.
Appendices B, 3: Camp Comfort on the Anclote River
Appendices B, 4: George Inness
Appendices B, 5: Downtown Tarpon Springs as it looked when G. Inness lived there.
Appendices B, 6: Bailey’s Bluff pier prior to the storm.
Appendices B, 7: Sponges, building and spongers at Bailey’s Bluff.
Appendices B, 8: Sponge market at Bailey’s Bluff.

Appendix C: Pages from the Internet

Appendices C, 1: The Mill Pond, George Inness Art, http://www.masterpiece-paintings-
gallery.com/inness-mill-pond.htm, 12/23/2008.
Appendices C, 2: Early Morning Tarpon Springs, MyStudios.com,
http://www.mystudios.com/artgallery/G/George-Inness/Early-Morning--Tarpon-
Springs.html, 12/26/2008.
Appendices C, 3: George Inness’s Home, Tarpon Springs, Mystudios.com,
http://www.mystudios.com/artgallery/G/George-Inness/George-Inness%27s-Home%2C-
Tarpon-Springs%2C-Florida.html, 12/25/2008.
Appendices C, 4: Marion P. Maxell, Florida Death Index, 1877-198l,
http://www.ancestrylibrary.com 10/7/2008.

Footnotes

1 Sandra W. Rooks and Carol Mountain, Tarpon Springs Florida (Arcadia Publishing,
2003), p. 113.

2 Dolores Kilgo, Tarpon Springs (Arcadia Publishing, 2002), p. 22.
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3 George Inness, Safe Anchorage, 1887, http://www.lessonplans.com/georgeinness.htm
(December 2009).

4 Pasco County Historical Society, http://www.fivay.org/baileys_bluff.html (December
2008).

5 George Inness Reproductions, The Mill Pond, 1889 http://www.masterpiece-paintings-
gallery.com/inness-mill-pond.htm (December 2008).
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